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COUNCIL  
 

Information for Members of the Public 
 

Access to the Guildhall is via the front entrance in the High Street.  The nearest car park is 
Copenhagen Street (pay and display). If you are a wheelchair user or have restricted mobility, 
access to the Guildhall can be gained either through the door on the right side of the forecourt as 

you face the Guildhall, or through the sliding doors at the rear of the Guildhall. There is dedicated 
disabled parking space at the rear (access via Copenhagen Street). Most meetings are held on the 
ground floor, which can be reached by using a lift.  If you are a wheelchair user or have restricted 

mobility and you wish to attend a meeting, please telephone or email the officer mentioned below 
in advance and we will make any necessary arrangements to assist your visit. 
 

Part I of the Agenda includes items for discussion in public.  You have the right to inspect copies 
of Minutes and reports on this part of the Agenda as well as background documents used in the 
preparation of these reports. Details of the background papers appear at the foot of each report. 

Part II of the Agenda (if applicable) deals with items of 'Exempt Information' for which it is 
anticipated that the public may be excluded from the meeting and neither reports nor background 
papers are open to public inspection. 

 
Please note that this is a public meeting and members of the public and press are permitted to 
report on the proceedings. "Reporting" includes filming, photographing, making an audio recording 

and providing commentary on proceedings. Any communicative method can be used to report on 
the proceedings, including the internet, to publish, post or share the proceedings. Accordingly, the 

attendance of members of the public at this meeting may be recorded and broadcast. By choosing 
to attend this public meeting you are deemed to have given your consent to being filmed or 
recorded and for any footage to be broadcast or published.   

 
Please note the Council records and live streams many of its meetings. These recordings are 
published on the relevant meeting pages of the Council’s website. A notice to this effect will be 

posted in the meeting room. If a member of the public chooses to speak at a meeting of the City 
Council he/she will be deemed to have given their consent to being recorded and audio being 
published live to the Council’s website. The Chair of the meeting, can at their discretion, terminate 

or suspend recording, if in their opinion, continuing to do so would prejudice the proceedings of 
the meeting or if they consider that continued recording might infringe the rights of any individual, 
or breach any statutory provision. 

 
At the start of the meeting under the item 'Public Participation' up to fifteen minutes in total is 
allowed for members of the public to present a petition, ask a question or comment on any matter 

on the Agenda.  Participants need to indicate that they wish to speak by 12 noon on the last 
working day before the meeting by writing, telephoning or E-Mailing the officer mentioned below. 
 

Agendas and minutes relating to all City Council Committees and Council Meetings are also 
available electronically, click on the option “Committee Minutes and Documents”, Website 
Address: worcester.gov.uk 

 
If you have any queries about this Agenda, require any details of background papers, or wish to 
discuss the arrangements for public participation please contact Claire Chaplin, Democratic and 

Civic Services Manager, Democratic Services, Guildhall, Worcester WR1 2EY.  Telephone: 
01905 722005 (direct line); E-Mail Address: 
committeeadministration@worcester.gov.uk  

 
This agenda can be made available in large print, braille, on PC disk, tape or in a number of ethnic 
minority languages. Please contact the above-named officer for further information. 
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Council 
Tuesday, 21 September 2021 

 

Members of the Council:- 

 

Chair: The Mayor 
 

Councillor Patricia Agar (LCo) 
Councillor Mel Allcott (LD) 

Councillor Mohammad Altaf (C) 
Councillor Alan Amos (C) 
Councillor Bill Amos (C) 

Councillor Jenny Barnes (LCo) 
Councillor Marc Bayliss (C) 

Councillor Marjory Bisset (G) 
Councillor James Carver (C) 
Councillor Owen Cleary (C) 

Councillor Tom Collins (L) 
Councillor Simon Cronin (L) 

Councillor Lynn Denham (L) 
Councillor Allah Ditta (C) 
Councillor Simon Geraghty (C) 

Councillor Adrian Gregson (L) 
Councillor Louise Griffiths (C) 

Councillor Nida Hassan (C) 
 

Councillor Jo Hodges (L) 
Councillor Mrs. Lucy Hodgson (C) 

Councillor Stephen Hodgson (C) 
Councillor Mike Johnson (C) 
Councillor Matthew Lamb (L) 

Councillor Neil Laurenson (G) 
Councillor Karen Lawrance (LD) 

Councillor Karen Lewing (G) 
Councillor Steve Mackay (C) 
Councillor Chris Mitchell (C) 

Councillor Robyn Norfolk (L) 
Councillor Jabbar Riaz (L) 

Councillor Andrew Roberts (C) 
Councillor Andy Stafford (C) 
Councillor James Stanley (C) 

Councillor Louis Stephen (G) 
Councillor Richard Udall (L) 

 

 

  

C= Conservative G = Green L = Labour LCo = Labour and Co-operative  
LD = Liberal Democrat 

 

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Worcester City Council to be 
held at the Assembly Room, Guildhall on Tuesday, 21st September, 2021 at 7.00 pm at 

which meeting the following business is proposed to be transacted. 
 

AGENDA 

 
Part 1 

(ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION IN PUBLIC) 
 
1. Apologies for Absence  

 

2. Declarations of Interest  

 To receive any declarations of interest. 

 

3. Minutes  

Page(s): 1 - 14 

 Of the meeting held on 13th July 2021 to be approved and signed. 
 

4. Mayor's Communications  

 To receive any communications the Mayor may wish to make. 
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5. Public Participation  

 Up to a total of fifteen minutes can be allowed, each speaker being allocated a 

maximum of five minutes, for members of the public to present a petition, ask a 
question or comment on any matter on the Agenda or within the remit of the 
Council in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 10. 

 

6. Questions  

 The Leader of the Council, the Deputy Leader of the Council or the Chair of any 

Committee or Sub-Committee to take any questions that may be submitted in 
accordance with Council Procedure Rule 9. 
 

7. Notice of Motion  

 To consider any Notices of Motion submitted in accordance with Council Procedure 
Rule 8. 

 
Carbon Tax 

 
Concentrations of CO2 in the atmosphere continue to rise despite international 
agreements. Whilst targets can serve a purpose, what has been lacking are 

mechanisms to drive down emissions quickly. Crucially, this means a Carbon Tax, 
given that ‘Cap and Trade’ systems have failed to drive the change we need. 

 
The moral and economic case for such a tax rests on the ‘polluter pays’ principle: 
 

 Currently the costs of climate breakdown are not born by the industries and 
activities that are causing the damage but by people and communities 

coming under increasing pressure and danger. As The Economist leader 
states (17/7/21); ‘The opportunity to pollute the atmosphere without 
penalty is … a kind of distorting subsidy’. 

 
 A Carbon Tax, set at the right level, will drive fossil fuel burning out of the 

economy and promote investment in clean alternatives. 
 

 Applied at the border it will have the same effect internationally. 

 
A Carbon Tax will produce a dividend that can be used to ensure a just transition 

for communities facing rapid change, as well as to help communities around the 
world adapt to the inevitable change and disruption that climate breakdown is 

already bringing. 
 
This approach is supported by a broad coalition of NGOs and civil society groups 

and was recently included in a set of proposals from the European Commission. 
COP26 should establish an international carbon tax framework, but if this doesn’t 

happen, the UK and other countries wishing to show leadership should introduce 
their own carbon taxes. By including a border tax adjustment this can drive other 
economies to follow suit. 

 
Therefore to support our previously agreed Climate Emergency Declaration, 

Council resolves to support calls for a Carbon Tax by mandating the Managing 
Director to write to Robin Walker MP, to Alok Sharma, President of COP26, and to 
the Prime Minister, calling for the UK to: 
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1. propose an international carbon tax framework to the COP; the tax to be applied 
to imports as well as to domestic production 

 
2. Introduce a UK-wide carbon tax by the end of 2022. 

 
Proposed by: Councillor Stephen 
 

Worcester - A Cleaner and More Pleasant City  
 

The people of Worcester want to live in neighbourhoods that are litter free. Clean 
public spaces can stimulate economic investment, tourism and attract people to a 
community to live, work and socialise.  The amount of litter in the city annoys 

residents and visitors and places a significant burden on the council. The current 
bin review is welcome but it does not go far enough. 

 
With an increase in the amount of food and drink being consumed 'on the go’ there 
is an increasing amount of packaging being dropped on our streets and it is often 

concentrated in hot spots near where the item was purchased. The government's 
litter strategy advocates that to tackle this councils need to influence behaviour 

and work alongside businesses of all kinds.  
 

Other councils have adopted various strategies to reduce littering that have met 
with a fair degree of success. In Kent, under a voluntary code, local businesses 
undertake to keep the area around their premises free of litter and display anti-

littering posters. in Essex, all 14 authorities have taken part in a collaborative 
‘Love Essex’ campaign involving the police, the councils and McDonald’s, Coca Cola 

and Domino’s aimed at making it socially unacceptable to drop litter and this has 
resulted in a 41% drop in fast-food littering. The ‘Love Clean Streets’ app was 
developed by Lewisham and allows people to easily report rubbish - it has 

improved clean-up rates to environmental problems whilst reducing the costs of 
reporting to the council. Rochford council has developed ‘Bin it for Good’ where 

people are encouraged to use the bins by linking the amount collected with 
donations to local charities.  
 

This motion proposes that officers explore and recommend options for 
consideration by the Council’s Environment Committee for a new collaborative 

strategy that will encourage the use of the bins. 
 
Proposed by: Councillor Lewing 

 

8. Report from the Relevant Committee on Matters which are Referred to 

Council for Decision  
 To receive reports on matters which by law or in accordance with the Constitution 
are referred to Council for decision. 

 

8.1 Referral Report from Place and Economic Development Committee - Local 
Development Scheme 2021 - 2024  

Page(s): 15 - 40 

Ward(s): All Wards 

Contact Officer:  Corin Beames, Senior Planning Policy Officer 
Tel: 01905 722546 
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 1. That Council approve the Local Development Scheme (LDS) 2021-2024 set out 
at Appendix 1 and for the LDS to come into effect from 1st October 2021; and 

 
2. That delegated authority is given to the Corporate Director, Planning & 

Governance in consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chair of Place and 
Economic Development Committee to make minor amendments to the LDS 
prior to publication.  

8.2 Referral Report from Policy and Resources Committee - Member Champions  

Ward(s): All Wards 

Contact Officer:  Sian Stroud, Corporate Director, Planning and Governance 
Tel: 01905 722017 

 That the Council agrees to amend the Constitution to include the terms of 
reference for Member Champions. 

 
(Report to follow) 

9. Report from the Leader of the Council on any matters which he is of the 

opinion require urgent consideration by The Council  
 To receive a report, if necessary. 

 

10. Items Involving the Disclosure of Exempt Information  

 The Council is invited to pass the following resolution:- 
 

That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press 
and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of 

business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of 
information as defined in Schedule 12A of the said Act. 
 

PART II 
(ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION IN PRIVATE) 

 
11. Any Exempt Issues  

 To consider any exempt matters which might arise. 

 

David Blake  
Managing Director  

Guildhall  
Worcester WR1 2EY  

Date: 13th September 2021 


